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The newly-reorganized KKK rampaged 

against frightened immigrants and helpless 
minorities throughout the U.S. It dominated 
politics in states in both the North and 
South. In Canada, its dangerous wicked ways 
were transplanted and flourished, especially 
in the western provinces. 

An estimated three million militant hood-
ed Klansmen stalked across our continent, 
burning crosses and spawning terror. 

During its reign of power, the Klan elected 
sixteen U.S. Senators, eleven Governors and 
an undetermined large number of Congress-
men, both Republican and Democrat. It re-
portedly exerted considerable influence in 
the White House. 

Klan organizations ruled local politics in 
the major cities of Dallas, Denver, Indianap-
olis and Portland, Oregon, as well as in such 
smaller communities as Anaheim, Cali-
fornia; El Paso, Texas; Youngstown, Ohio 
and Portland, Maine. 

In 1992, California and Oregon voters elect-
ed Klan-endorsed gubernatorial candidates. 
Then in 1924, a Klan candidate won the gov-
ernorship in Kansas. The same year, the 
Klan endorsed U.S. Senate winners in Ala-
bama, Colorado, Georgia, Indiana, Oklahoma 
and Texas. It also won the gubernatorial 
contests in five of these six states, barely 
losing in Texas. 

At U.S. election polls, Klansmen passed 
out cards which crudely and defiantly de-
clared: 

When cotton grows on the fig tree 
And alfalfa hangs on the rose 
When the aliens run the United States 
And the Jews grow a straight nose 
When the Pope is praised by every one 
In the land of Uncle Sam 
And a Greek is elected President 
THEN—the Ku Klux won’t be worth a damn. 

Meanshile, embattled but visionary Greek 
immigrant leaders met on July 26, 1922, in 
Atlanta to form the American Hellenic Edu-
cational Progressive Association, now better 
known as the Order of Ahepa. Not by coinci-
dence, Atlanta was the home of the national 
Imperial Headquarters of the Klan. 

The most important goal of the Ahepa 
founders was to quickly and solidly establish 
better relations with non-Greeks. They 
agreed to do this by taking the positive high 
road of reason emphasizing assimilation, co-
operation, persuasion and unlike their 
marked foes, non-violence. 

Their main discussion was how to best con-
tain the wave of hostility which had almost 
drowned them. The ominous specters of 
twisted Americanism and KKK aggression 
spurred them to create a patriotic fraternal 
order espousing undivided loyalty to the 
United States. American citizenship, pro-
ficiency in English, active participation in 
the civic mainstream, economic stability, 
social unity and the pursuit of education. 
The latter was considered vital for its obvi-
ous gifts of knowledge and as the essential 
key to upward mobility. 

The Ahepa founders were profoundly dis-
turbed and alarmed by their bitter experi-
ences with Klan prejudice and by reports of 
worse bigotry elsewhere. Even before the 
Klan reappeared, there had been senseless at-
tacks on foreign-born Greeks, some fatal. 
However, the new Klan expertly and abra-
sively honed intolerance with brutal effi-
ciency to silence and subdue all of its alleged 
inferiors. 

Many Greek-owned confectioneries and 
restaurants failed financially or were sold at 
sacrificial prices to non-Greeks because of 
boycotts instigated by the Klan. Greek es-
tablishments doing as much as $500 to $1,000 
a day business, especially in the South and 
Midwest, dropped to as little as $25 a day. 
The only recourse was to sell or close. The 

Klan often bolstered its boycotts by openly 
threatening or attacking customers entering 
and leaving. 

A Klan Imperial Lecturer told Klansmen in 
Spokane that Mexicans and Greeks should be 
sent back to where they came from so that 
white supremacy and the purity of Ameri-
cans be preserved. Meanwhile, in Palatka, 
Florida, a Greek immigrant was flogged for 
dating a ‘‘white’’ woman. 

The Royal Riders of the Red Robe was a 
Klan affiliate assembled ‘‘as a real patriotic 
organization’’ for approved naturalized citi-
zens unluckily born outside the United 
States. However, in the ultimate snub of ex-
clusion, immigrants from Greece, Italy and 
the Balkans were not eligible to join. 

In Indiana, the state most politically con-
trolled by the 1920s Klan, burning crosses 
were ignited in the yards of outspoken Hel-
lenes. Unprovoked beatings of Greeks were 
not reported to police lest another beating 
soon follow. Others were warned of dire con-
sequences if they spoke Greek in public, even 
in their own business establishments. 

Hoosier Democrat and Republican leaders 
actively discouraged naturalized Hellenes 
from filing for public office, forcing them to 
run as Socialist Party candidates. Fearful 
Greek Orthodox Christians indefinitely post-
poned impending plans to organize parishes. 
To avoid constant confrontation, long and 
difficult to pronounce first and last names of 
Greek origin were shortened or changed to 
more acceptable Americanized versions. 
False rumors spread by the Klan about sup-
posed unsolved murders of Greeks in other 
states produced the desired dread. 

The Klan Grand Dragon of Oregon said in a 
spirited speech in Atlanta: ‘‘The Klan in the 
western states has a great mission to per-
form. The rapid growth of the Japanese pop-
ulation and the great influx of foreign labor-
ers, mostly Greeks, is threatening our Amer-
ican institutions; and, Klans in Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho are actively at work to 
combat these foreign and un-American influ-
ences.’’ 

Probably the most blatant hard-line bul-
lying, almost humorous, occurred in Pensa-
cola, Florida. A Klansman handed a note to 
a Greek restaurateur which read: ‘‘You are 
an undesirable citizen. You violate the Fed-
eral Prohibition Laws and laws of decency 
and are a running sore on society. Several 
trains are leaving Pensacola daily. Take 
your choice but do not take too much time. 
Sincerely in earnest, KKK.’’ 

Today, according to sociologist Charles C. 
Moskos, Jr., of Northwestern University, 
American Hellenes proudly rank first among 
all ethnic groups in individual educational 
attainment and second in individual edu-
cational attainment and second in individual 
wealth. They have succeeded in every facet 
of American life. The Order of Ahepa has 
played the prime historic role in this ascent. 

True to its original mission, Ahepa finan-
cially supports scholarships, educational 
chairs, housing for the elderly, medical re-
search, community programs, charitable 
projects and other worthy endeavors through 
contributions of more than two million dol-
lars a year from its chapter, district and na-
tional levels. 

Ahepa validated its patriotic roots during 
World War II by selling over five hundred 
million dollars of U.S. War Bonds, more than 
any organization in America. Meanwhile, 
Ahepa officials first visited the White House 
to meet with President Calvin Coolidge in 
1924 and have conferred with all twelve 
Presidents since Presidents Franklin Roo-
sevelt, Harry Truman and Gerald Ford be-
came Ahepa members. 

More recently, Ahepa raised $400,000 for the 
restoration of Ellis Island and the Statue of 
Liberty and $775,000 for a sculpture com-

memorating the Centennial Olympic Games 
in Atlanta. Ahepa has received congressional 
and presidential recognition for promoting 
friendship and goodwill among the people of 
the United States, Canada, Greece and Cy-
prus. President George Bush hailed Ahepa as 
one of ‘‘the thousand points of light.’’ 

Ahepa moved its headquarters to Wash-
ington DC in 1924 and later expanded its 
scope by adding three auxiliaries to com-
plete the Ahepa Family: the Daughters of 
Penelope for women, the Sons of Pericles for 
young men and the Maids of Athena for 
young women. Its combined eight hundred 
chapters, consisting of about 35,000 members, 
cover the United States and Canada and have 
planted successful units in Australia and 
Greece. It held its 75th annual convention in 
Atlanta in August. 

In 1990, Ahepa filed an amicus curiae 
(friend of the court) brief in the Georgia Su-
preme Court. It backed the legal position of 
the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) and the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) of B’nai 
B’rith in support of a state law banning 
masks in public which was challenged by the 
KKK. The court ruled 6 to 1 to uphold the 
constitutionality of the anti-mask statute. 

The significance of the favorable decision 
to a jubilant Ahepa was that it came in the 
city of its founding and helped seal the doom 
of another failed Klan revival. Moreover, it 
enabled Hellenes to join in victorious cele-
bration with fellow black and Jewish Ameri-
cans whose forbearers also were sadistically 
harmed physically, mentally and economi-
cally by the KKK of yesteryear. 

Along with Roman Catholics, Asians and 
other immigrants considered unacceptable 
by the Klan, they were targeted separately 
and together then because they did not fit 
the rigidly narrow KKK concept of what con-
stitutes a good and loyal American. 

For Hellenes, it is supremely ironic that 
the six organizers of the original Klan in 1865 
created the words Ku Klux from kuklos, a 
variation of the Greek kyklos meaning cycle 
or circle, and applied it to their own little 
circle. 

Today the 1920s version of the KKK is long 
gone—and its flickering reincarnations are 
virtual nonentities. The Klan deserved to 
die—and died. 

The Order of Ahepa thrives three quarters 
of a century after its historic birth amid the 
fiery heat of hate—generated by the toxic 
Klan cauldron of insane fanaticism. Ahepa 
deserves to live—and lives.∑ 

f 

NORTHWEST UTILITIES’ SUPPORT 
FOR WIND ENERGY 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, as a sup-
porter of the development of renewable 
energy in this country, and in the 
Northwest in particular, I am pleased 
to see our region taking a leadership 
role in developing renewable energy re-
sources. 

Several years ago, two forward 
thinking utilities in the Northwest, 
along with the Bonneville Power Asso-
ciation, initiated an effort to site and 
permit a new wind project in Carbon 
County, WY. The focus of the project 
was to test a new generation of tech-
nology in Northwest climates, and de-
velop capability and experience with a 
resource which the region has in abun-
dance. Despite considerable changes in 
the electricity market, and challenges 
presented by the project, these three 
utilities persevered and made this 
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project a reality. PacificCorp., the Eu-
gene Water and Electric Board, and the 
Bonneville Power Administration dem-
onstrated great leadership to create 
the first new commercial-scale wind 
project to serve the Northwest. Their 
commitment marks the dawn of a new 
industry for the Northwest, and a sub-
stantial contribution to a sustainable 
future for us and our children. 

Three individuals deserve special rec-
ognition in this effort: Dennis Stein-
berg of PacifiCorp., Ken Beeson of the 
Eugene Water and Electric Board, and 
George Darr of the Bonneville Power 
Administration. I thank them for their 
dedication and hard work in bringing 
this project to fruition.∑ 

f 

HISPANIC AWARDS CEREMONY 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize an important event 
in the State of Michigan. Today, the 
Flint Hispanic Community is holding 
its Annual Hispanic Awards Ceremony. 

The Hispanic Community of Genesse 
County, MI, gathers every year to rec-
ognize outstanding individuals in its 
community. This year’s recipients have 
had a profound impact in the life of the 
Hispanic citizenry of Flint. Mr. Chris-
topher Flores, Ms. Marcie Forsleff, Mr. 
Pedro Suarez, Ms. Sue Quintanilla, Mr. 
Refugio Rodriguez, and Ms. Marcie 
Garcia are each truly deserving of the 
awards they have received and should 
be proud of this accomplishment. 

I commend each individual who has 
worked to achieve cultural under-
standing and racial tolerance in the 
greater Flint area. The Hispanic Com-
munity should be proud of its leader-
ship and continued efforts in pro-
moting cultural awareness. 

Again, I send my warmest congratu-
lations to the award recipients and 
their families. I am pleased to recog-
nize the Flint Hispanic Community in 
the U.S. Senate.∑ 

f 

NOMINATION OF BILL LANN LEE 
TO BE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

∑ Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of the nomination of 
Bill Lann Lee to be Assistant Attorney 
General for Civil Rights at the Depart-
ment of Justice. I’m here today be-
cause I believe that Bill Lann Lee 
should be favorably reported out of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. He 
should have his day. He should have a 
vote on the floor of the Senate. 

I’ve heard of Bill Lann Lee for a 
number of years. I’ve heard about this 
exceptional person, who brings a great 
deal of legal competency, energy, and 
vitality to advocating for those who 
have been left out of the mainstream. 
Contrary to what my Republican col-
leagues have asserted, Mr. Lee has used 
the law for the benefit of all Ameri-
cans. It is so obvious from his record 
that he loves the law and uses it as a 
tool to help those in our society who 
need help. 

I was troubled when I heard his nomi-
nation was being stalled in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. Once again a ca-
pable person in the field of civil rights 
law, a person of color, was being stalled 
in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

I feel so strongly about this nomina-
tion and about what Mr. Lee’s advo-
cacy has meant for not only people of 
color but for women, for the disabled, 
and those who are either overlooked or 
undermined by the law. I felt so strong-
ly that I organized the Democratic 
women of the Senate to write a letter 
to Chairman ORRIN HATCH asking to 
free Mr. Lee from the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

But because it is the Senate Judici-
ary Committee my letter used lan-
guage far more judicious than that 
which is being used against Mr. Lee. 
My letter, which is signed by all the 
Democratic women Senators, urges fa-
vorable consideration of Mr. Lee’s 
nomination. We bring to Chairman 
HATCH’S attention that Mr. Lee has 
dedicated his entire career to enforcing 
civil rights laws. 

He has 23 years of professional expe-
rience ranging from cases dealing with 
employment discrimination, providing 
access to health care, helping children 
who have been victims of lead poi-
soning, to making public transpor-
tation accessible for the disabled, and 
then guess what, fighting for some-
thing called equal access to education. 

Isn’t this exactly who we want to be 
heading up the Civil Rights Division at 
the Department of Justice—someone 
who has practiced mainstream civil 
rights law, who believes in opportunity 
for everyone, and who has pursued this 
under the law? 

We have sent this letter; I don’t 
know what the response will be, but I 
will tell you once again it’s the fall, so 
it must be the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. Once again, someone comes be-
fore the Senate Judiciary Committee 
with incredible legal competence, who 
is willing to serve the Nation and to 
come forth before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee only to once again face a 
humiliating experience. 

We don’t want Bill Lann Lee to be 
the Anita Hill of 1997. I think it’s out-
rageous that once again we have some-
one with a great background who is 
going to be stymied and humiliated. 
This is not what America is all about. 

We’ve heard about Mr. Lee’s excep-
tional background. The hard work of 
his family, their willingness to fight 
for this country, and Mr. Lee’s work to 
fight in the courtrooms to make sure 
the law works for everyone. 

It is not fair that after having an ex-
emplary professional record, to be a 
person of judicial temperament, to 
bring these great qualities to this posi-
tion, Mr. Lee has to face this. Now I 
don’t think that the U.S. Senate should 
be a forum for attacking Chinese- 
Americans. I just don’t think that’s 
right. We have seen them attacked in 
hearings on campaign finance and now 
we hear them being attacked in the 

Senate Judiciary Committee. I will tell 
you when talking to the Asian Pacific- 
American constituents that I rep-
resent, they are concerned when their 
best and brightest come forward for an 
appointment to the Justice Depart-
ment, he’s being brushed aside and all 
the Republicans want to focus on is 
campaign finance. 

I think it is outrageous. Now let me 
tell you Bill Lann Lee has applied for a 
job at the Justice Department. He is 
not applying to be a member of a rad-
ical right wing foundation. He is apply-
ing for a job at the Justice Depart-
ment. And this is what his qualifica-
tions are all about. 

If Mr. Lee were applying for a radical 
right wing foundation maybe the cri-
teria the Senate Judiciary Committee 
is using would be appropriate, but it is 
not appropriate to use radical right 
wing foundation criteria for a nomina-
tion to the Justice Department. 

If the Republicans want to attack 
President Clinton, there’s lots of ways 
to attack President Clinton. If they 
want to attack civil rights law then do 
it through the legislative process but 
do not attack a nominee who comes 
forth, who is willing to put his life 
aside and the practice that he’s devel-
oped working with the NAACP, to 
serve this Nation. 

I don’t know how many additional 
nominations President Clinton can 
bring to the Senate. One, because they 
are either stalled out or people are hu-
miliated when they come forth, or two, 
there is going to be an increasing un-
willingness to attract qualified nomi-
nees. 

I want Bill Lann Lee to know that 
I’m on his side and so are the Demo-
cratic women of the Senate. We would 
love to see him at the Civil Rights Di-
vision in the Department of Justice. 
Not because he would favor some but 
because he would fight for the women 
of this country, for the people of color 
in this country, for the people that 
need civil rights advanced within the 
Justice Department. 

And to the people of the Asian Pa-
cific-American community I say not to 
lose heart. We’re so proud of Bill Lann 
Lee. We’re so proud of what you do for 
America, but we’re not proud at all of 
the Senate Republican controlled Judi-
ciary Committee. 

I ask to have printed in the RECORD a 
copy of the letter supporting Mr. Lee’s 
nomination from the Democratic 
women of the Senate. I urge my col-
leagues on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to favorably report Mr. Lee’s 
nomination and let him have a vote in 
the full Senate. 

The letter follows: 
U.S. SENATE, 

Washington, DC, November 4, 1997. 
Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN HATCH: We are writing to 

urge you to favorably report the nomination 
of Bill Lann Lee to be Assistant Attorney 
General for Civil Rights at the Department 
of Justice. We understand that the markup 
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